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THIS WEEK IN NUMBERS

2021
is the date by which exporters to the EU will 
have to undertake due diligence on certain 
minerals to ensure no financial support to 

violators on human rights

79
percent of US rooftops are suitable for solar 

power says Google

70
percent reduction in energy related CO2 is 

possible by 2050, according to IRENA

70
percent of global freshwater is used for 

agriculture (see infographic below)

30
percent of land rights globally are 

documented

19
percent reduction in beef per capita was 

recorded by Americans between 2005 and 
2014 says the NRDC

12
percent of  S&P 500 companies report how 

much they spend on lobbying

2.7
billion people find water scarce for one 

month of the year

THE VALUE OF WATER
March 22nd was World Water Day 

ASSET MANAGERS AND ANTIBIOTICS
Growing coalition to limit antibiotics

INFOGRAPHIC OF THE WEEK

On the heels of World Water Day, the chief 
executive of French utility Suez said water scarcity 
is "one of the biggest challenges" facing several 
industries and agriculture, and suggested that it 
may become more valuable than oil. He predicted 
that "companies will have to rely on waste water 
recycling or desalination plants to meet their 
needs." Today, industries account for a fifth of 
global water use compared with 5 per cent for 
humans. The remainder is used by agriculture. For 
more on water scarcity risk, read HERE.

A USD 2tn coalition of 71 investors is campaigning 
to limit antibiotics in food supply chains over 
concerns about human health and financial 
returns. Scientists warn that the routine use of 
antibiotics to promote growth and prevent illness 
in healthy farm animals contributes to the rise of 
dangerous infections from antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria known as superbugs, which kill at least 
23,000 Americans each year and pose a major 
threat to global health.

The coalition, which includes €332bn Aegon Asset 
Management and €100bn Candriam, is putting 
pressure on some of the world's largest food 
companies, such as McDonald's and Domino's 
Pizza.  READ MORE

Globally 70% of freshwater is used by agriculture

Source: World Development Indicators

DID YOU SEE...?
The recent G20 joint statement dropped any 
reference to the financing of climate change 
following pressure from the U.S. and Saudi 
Arabia. See the G20 Communique HERE.

https://twitter.com/SICMgmt
https://twitter.com/SICMgmt
http://www.sicm.com/
http://www.sicm.com/
carolyn.roose@sicm.com
https://www.responsible-investor.com/home/article/eu_approves_watered_down_conflict_minerals_rule/
https://blog.google/products/maps/shedding-light-solar-potential-all-50-us-states/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-energy-carbon-idUSKBN16R0IY
http://www.irena.org/home/index.aspx?PriMenuID=12&mnu=Pri
http://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/chart-globally-70-freshwater-used-agriculture
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/sustainabledevelopment/brief/land
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/less-beef-less-carbon-ip.pdf
https://irrcinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Corporate-Lobbying-in-the-States-FINAL.pdf
https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/water-scarcity
http://carolyn.roose@sicm.com
http://www.worldwaterday.org/
https://www.ft.com/content/fa9f125c-0b0d-11e7-ac5a-903b21361b43
https://www.ft.com/content/8e42bdc8-0838-11e4-9afc-00144feab7de
https://www.ft.com/content/afff10fe-0b0c-11e7-97d1-5e720a26771b
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-antibiotics-shareholders-idUSKBN16S2ZH
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-antibiotics-shareholders-idUSKBN16S2ZH
https://www.ft.com/content/afff10fe-0b0c-11e7-97d1-5e720a26771b
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/er.h2o.fwag.zs
http://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/chart-globally-70-freshwater-used-agriculture
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/g20-finance-ministers-statement-climate-change-fair-trade-trump-a7636956.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/g20-finance-ministers-statement-climate-change-fair-trade-trump-a7636956.html
http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/2017/170318-finance-en.html
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FAIRR

The Restaurant 
Sector and 

Antibiotic Risk 

Investor Responsibility 
Research Center Institute

How Leading U.S. 
Corporations Govern and 
Spend on State Lobbying

WHAT WE'RE READING

 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT

If you have arachnophobia, this may 
come as surprising news: Spider venom 
is healing! Scientists now say it could 
ward off stroke brain damage. Editor's 
note: If you really have arachnophobia, 
you may want to avoid clicking on this 
link (we warned you).

US ON CLIMATE WATCH
Is policy reversal imminent?

WORLD TOBACCO TREATY RESULTS
Slow improvement evident

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
(FCTC), a global tobacco treaty, which has been 
in effect for 12 years, has helped reduce smoking 
rates by 2.5 percent. A recent study by Canada's 
University of Waterloo and the WHO found that 
while progress against what they called the 
"global tobacco epidemic" has been substantial, 
it has still fallen short of the pace called for by 
the treaty.

Countries that fully implemented more FCTC 
measures saw significantly greater reductions in 
smoking rates, the study found.

READ MORE

President Trump has taken steps to "dismantle 
the centerpiece of President Obama's climate 
legacy" in recent weeks. President Trump's 
proposed budget would eliminate climate change 
research and prevention programs across the 
federal government and slash the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s budget by 31 percent, more 
than any other agency.

Mr. Trump also said that he ordered Scott Pruitt, 
the E.P.A. administrator, to revise the agency’s 
stringent standards on planet-warming tailpipe 
pollution from vehicles. Experts say Trump may 
face a steep legal challenge in coming years that 
may end up before the Supreme Court. 

TERM OF THE WEEK

CHEVRON DOCTRINE

Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc., 467 U.S. 837 (1984). 

In this supreme court case, the Supreme Court decided that courts should defer to the 
federal agency applying the law (in this case the EPA was applying a clean air rule). The 
Court reasoned that experts at agencies had been trusted by Congress to make informed 
decisions. This is refered to as the the Chevron Doctrine. And it came up in the hearing of 
U.S. Supreme Court nominee Neil Gorsuch this week. READ MORE

WE'RE WATCHING

In a March 15 letter to the White House's National 
Economic Council Director Gary Cohn, several 
large investors pushed back against a request 
by major business trade groups that the White 
House "use its influence on the U.S. securities 
regulator to make it harder to get governance, 
political or environmental issues onto corporate 
ballots."  READ MORE

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

A new study from the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE) found that building new roads 
cauases more traffic and congestion without 
boosting local economies. READ MORE

https://twitter.com/SICMgmt
https://twitter.com/SICMgmt
http://www.sicm.com/
http://www.sicm.com/
carolyn.roose@sicm.com
http://www.fairr.org/wp-content/uploads/FAIRR-Restaurant-Sector-and-Antibiotic-Risk-Update-2017-singles.pdf
http://www.fairr.org/wp-content/uploads/FAIRR-Restaurant-Sector-and-Antibiotic-Risk-Update-2017-singles.pdf
http://www.fairr.org/wp-content/uploads/FAIRR-Restaurant-Sector-and-Antibiotic-Risk-Update-2017-singles.pdf
http://www2.londonstockexchangegroup.com/webmail/6522/756808222/0ff8e61f9fba10f61472f9c8c76efdd7e31574a661be65f875d3e21af927dd1a
https://irrcinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Corporate-Lobbying-in-the-States-FINAL.pdf
https://irrcinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Corporate-Lobbying-in-the-States-FINAL.pdf
https://irrcinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Corporate-Lobbying-in-the-States-FINAL.pdf
http://www.fairr.org/wp-content/uploads/FAIRR-Restaurant-Sector-and-Antibiotic-Risk-Update-2017-singles.pdf
https://irrcinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Corporate-Lobbying-in-the-States-FINAL.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/mar/20/deadly-spider-venom-could-ward-off-stroke-brain-damage-say-doctors-funnel-web
http://www.who.int/en/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi1g-TOpe_SAhVm5YMKHWUGCO8QFggfMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Ffctc%2F&usg=AFQjCNEbRb_yUE_Ro7bl9FEbG1KXrwcLeQ&sig2=fCF2fSyiwxCmuoarbTkIoQ&bvm=bv.150475504,d.eWE
http://www.who.int/fctc/text_download/en/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-smoking-idUSKBN16S309
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-smoking-idUSKBN16S309
http://www.who.int/topics/tobacco/en/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-smoking-idUSKBN16S309
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/21/climate/trump-climate-change.html?_r=1
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiPo4vkpe_SAhXM64MKHZGQDucQFggcMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2F&usg=AFQjCNEuNvnyFeGx9ALH1PvWKPfqP3KecA&sig2=wuGPHDrMm_Fe8yO4wn3uBg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiPo4vkpe_SAhXM64MKHZGQDucQFggcMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2F&usg=AFQjCNEuNvnyFeGx9ALH1PvWKPfqP3KecA&sig2=wuGPHDrMm_Fe8yO4wn3uBg
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-03-21/what-s-this-supreme-court-chevron-doctrine-quicktake-q-a
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-03-21/what-s-this-supreme-court-chevron-doctrine-quicktake-q-a
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-03-21/high-court-nominee-gorsuch-says-he-ll-put-politics-aside
http://www.reuters.com/article/usa-sec-shareholders-idUSL2N1GY1RM
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2_sOxpu_SAhVj4IMKHebnBd8QFggaMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpre.org.uk%2F&usg=AFQjCNFC37JtCaMqGJs165n_QmAlqOaRgw&sig2=K-mWw0xkAtMIuqBjni4kzQ&bvm=bv.150475504,d.eWE
https://www.ft.com/content/77f9fdb0-0a65-11e7-97d1-5e720a26771b

